


January Meeting: Intro to Schattenbaum and a Special Guest 

Our first Monthly Meeting of 2017 will feature an extravaganza of topics, including an introduction 

to our DE, Driving tours, Concourse and Club racing programs. Our special guest speaker is Don 

Fauerbach, with a presentation on New Jersey Motorsports Park. Mr. Fauerbach will discuss track 

operations and events (spoiler alert: some involve vehicles other than Porsches), as well as the 

track’s facilities. Complementary Quesadillas and beer will be served! 

Wednesday, January 18th, 7:00 pm, at Bung’s Tavern.

March Meeting: Tech Night 

In March we will have a series of discussions on both street and track related tech topics. Our 

panel will describe the finer — and possibly overlooked — aspects of brake systems, IMS 

bearings and other subjects. Members are encouraged to bring their tech-related questions or 

issues to the meeting — you can add to the discussions and might just get a free expert 

consultation! We’ll have complementary hoagies and beer! 

Wednesday, March 15th, 7:00 pm, at Bung’s Tavern.
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Wednesday, March 15th, 7:00 pm, at Bung’s Tavern.

February Meeting: Porsche Trivia and another Special Guest 

Trivia night at Schattenbaum means plenty of quirky facts about Porsches, PCA and Schattenbaum 

Region, good-hearted differences of opinion, and always lots of fun. We will break up into teams 

and compete for prizes. We’ll also have a representative from Stable Energies as our guest speaker 

discussing all of their new track safety equipment and apparel. Bring some of your best Porsche 

trivia to stump the crowd. We’ll have complementary meatball sandwiches, beer and wine!  

Wednesday, February 15th, 7:00 pm, at Bung’s Tavern.
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Wednesday, February 15th, 7:00 pm, at Bung’s Tavern.
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Schattenbaum’s 2017 Drivers Ed Events

Date: Track:

March 18-19 NJMP: Saturday @ Lightning, Sunday @ Thunderbolt

May 6-7 Summit Point Motorsports Park: Main Course

June 29-30 NJMP: Thursday @ Thunderbolt, Friday @ Lightning

July 27-28 NJMP: Thursday @ Thunderbolt, Friday @ Lightning

August 18-20 (Club Race weekend) NJMP: Thunderbolt (Advanced DE run group only)

October 12-13 NJMP: Thursday @ Thunderbolt, Friday @ Lightning

November 4-5 NJMP: Thunderbolt

Registration is open for all events. For more details, visit www.schattenbaum.org.

http://schattenbaum.org/DriverEd.aspx
http://www.stableenergies.com/
http://www.stableenergies.com/
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Schatten Rappen’ is the official newsletter of Schattenbaum 

Region, Porsche Club of America (“the Club”). Articles published 
herein are the opinions of the authors and not necessarily shared 
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Porsche Crest®, CARRERA® and TARGA® are trademarks of 

Porsche AG. Contact the Editor for advertising rates and 

information or visit the website: www.schattenbaum.org. 
Advertisements in this newsletter do not constitute an 

endorsement by the Club or its officers. 

©2017 Copyright Schattenbaum Region, PCA.

On the Cover 

Bob Carrington’s photo of the 

new  Porsche racer took the 
top award at Slide Night 2016. 

See more of the winning photos 
and a list of all the winners in 

this issue.  

Articles and photos are always 
welcome — send to: 

newsletter@schattenbaum.org 

Current and past issues of 
Schatten Rappen’ are available 

on the website: 

www.schattenbaum.org
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Happy New Year fellow Schattenbaumers! It’s the dead 
of winter: cold outside, slick roads and salt turning our 
cars white and potholes that jar car and driver. While 
we cozy up to the wood stove and dream of an island 
getaway, our Board has been busy making plans for 
2017. You’ll read about many of the events in this 
issue and there will be plenty of additional details in 
future issues as well as on the website.  

I’d like to congratulate the newly elected Executive 
Board members President Jack Fowler, VP Mike 
Bono, Jeff Lerman staying on as our Treasurer and 
Bob Stine as Secretary. Jeff Muller will continue to 
participate in the Club as past-President and Bob 
Helm, who served several years as Secretary, won’t be 
a stranger either. Bob will continue to share his 
fabulous track photos and write articles on 
professional and amateur racing in Schatten Rappen’.  

Like many clubs and groups, we are utilizing the 
internet more all the time. We have a “social 
presence” in the form of a Facebook page and Bill 
occasionally posts new items about members or club 
activities. We will continue to use the website to 
provide up to date information, but this year we will 
also be sending a few postcards (yes, snail mail!) 
with information to enhance the communication 
between the Club and its members. Watch your mail 
box after the driving season begins.  

Speaking of on-line activities, in the 
last newsletter there was a link to 
a Survey Monkey that gave 
members an opportunity to help 
Dan Petchel and Mike Bono build 
a Porsche. There was a relatively 
low number of respondents to that 
survey, but I’m happy to say that 
Dan got the info he asked for to 
allow them to start to plan the 
various aspects of the build. There 
is a new Survey Monkey in this 
issue to help Dan pick the engine, 
suspension and brake packages 
and I encourage you to give it a 
try. Its only 3 questions and you 
can see which options are most 
popular. Leave it to Petch to spur 
an on-line survey — the first for 
the club.  
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Behind the Wheel of 
Schatten Rappen' 
Dan Merton

Lastly, I want to introduce our new Associate Editor 
Byron Veale and officially welcome him to the editorial 
staff, which now numbers two. After nearly a decade as 
solo editor, I’m delighted to have the help — and from 
someone with great digital graphics skills at that! As 
you will see in this issue, Byron has already added a 
new, more professional look to our newsletter and I’m 
certain it will only get better. This is your newsletter. 
Byron and I can compile the articles and photos and 
make them “presentable” but we need contributions 
from members to fill the virtual pages. Please consider 
sending me a short article or a few photos and captions 
from your last memorable drive or car-themed event. 
Until then … stay warm and drive safely.

Schattenbaum relies on the data that you provide to PCA 

National to keep in contact; please be sure your email and 

mailing addresses are up to date! Just visit www.pca.org

Schatten Rappen’ January 2017
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Hello Schattenbaum members and welcome to 
2017! Thank You to all the PCA members that 
selected me for President for the next 2 years. I am 
honored to serve as the Schattenbaum President. I 
was talking to Mike Bono, our new VP of the club, at 
the holiday party and joking around I said we should 
have a “Thank You” tour. Mike said that sounded 
great as long as he could drive! I said yes, Mike you 
can drive, but only when you become president. I 
was then politely reminded of my autocross 
adventure at the Wells Fargo center this past fall 
when I drove over and thru many of the cones with 
the 718 during the Porsche driving event. I thought 
for a moment and decided I would let Mike drive 
after all, as I may need a designated driver anyway! 

As I think about some of the past presidents, I feel 
even more honored to take the reins for the next 2 
years. I am inspired to continue some of the best 
Schattenbaum traditions, but I would also like to 
create some new ones as well. I look forward to 
ensuring that we are working for the members and 
keeping up with the activities our members want 
and expect. We have so many members that are 
knowledgeable and talented. I have never met so 
many people from so many diverse backgrounds 
and with so many talents, all having ONE interest 
in common — “Porsche”! 

WOW, when I think about the year 2017, I have 
visions of what I used to consider futuristic — such 
as transportation like the Jetsons, or flying 
spaceships like Star Wars. It would probably be 
easier to get from point A to Point B, but somehow I feel it would be 
boring and no fun. I always find great joy when I hit the road in one 
of my Porsches — there is nothing like driving one of these cars! At 
least we do have self-driving cars being tested, perfected and racking 
up the miles throughout the country. Maybe that is the real future... 

The 2016 Holiday party was a lot of fun. I have to give a big THANK 
YOU to Claudia for all the time it takes to coordinate that kind of 
party and all the socials throughout the year. I have to also give a 
shout out “Thank You” to John Biedler for arranging all the 
giveaways, which takes time and coordination. 

While I am at it, I’d like to again say “Thanks” to Jeff Muller, Bob Helm 
(secretary) and Rob Lerman (Treasurer) for all the work they have done 
over the past many years. Each of those positions requires personal time 

From the New President 
Jack Fowler, President

Our Monthly Meetings are held 

at Bung’s Tavern, 2031 Rt. 130 S, 

Burlington, NJ. We usually 

gather for snacks and cocktails 

at 6:30 and the meeting starts at 

7:00. For driving directions, go to:  
bungstavern.net/ 

Contact VP and Program Chair 

Mike Bono if you have an idea for 

a Monthly Meeting or other event:  
vp@schattenbaum.org 

http://bungstavern.net/hours-and-directions.html
mailto:vp@schattenbaum.org?subject=Schattenbaum%20event%20idea
http://bungstavern.net/hours-and-directions.html
mailto:vp@schattenbaum.org?subject=Schattenbaum%20event%20idea
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spent working for the club. As I started typing certain chair members 
names here and calling them out specifically, I realized that each one of 
the positions requires a great deal of personal time and effort, and I could 
fill many pages. I have an appreciation for all of the executive board and 
the chair positions. I urge all the PCA members that attend our racing, DE 
and social events to thank the folks that spend their personal time working 
for the club. We all know “…it’s the People” not the cars. 

For 2017, our board members and chairs are working hard on the 
programs, social events and racing schedules. As the new VP Mike 
Bono is also Program chair. Please reach out to Mike with any ideas 
you have for the club’s programs vp@schattenbaum.org. All the chair 
positions are listed in the newsletter, so please feel free to reach out 
to any of the chairs by email at any time. And, as always, please feel 
free to contact me anytime at pres@schattenbaum.org. I do want to 
hear from our members!  

This year, Bill Coulter is also working with PCA national on a new 
website for our region. The time has come to upgrade to a more user 
friendly website that is easier to maintain. In addition, we finally 
found someone to give Dan Merton some help with the newsletter. 
Byron Veale has agreed to assist Dan with the bi-monthly newsletter 
publication. Byron brings many years of experience and knowledge of 
Porsches. Thank You Byron. The only other chair position changing 
is Scott Crawford who is assuming the Membership Chair from John 
Maden. Thank You John for all you did to help improve the 
membership chair position. We hope that you can attend a future 
Schattenbaum event. 

In summary, it’s a new year and I 
am excited to serve as your 
president and continue to 
improve the club experience for 
all members. This is your club, 
and we want and need your 
participation. We are looking to 
expand participation, so if you 
have not wanted to participate in 
the past, please bring me your 
ideas and thoughts as to what we 
can do to gain your participation. 
Stay tuned for all the exciting 
news in the January Newsletter, 
including information on the 
social, DE and club racing events 
for 2017. 

Thank you again, and I look 
forward to seeing each and 
every one of you in 2017!

From the New President (continued)

Hello there folks, “Associate Editor” Byron Veale here. I was going to put 

this little blurb of mine on the same page as our esteemed editor, but I ran 

out of space and it’s getting late, so… 

Dan’s been Editor almost ten years now; somebody buy him a 🍺 ! 

I caught the Porsche bug from Dan Petchel over thirty years ago, used to 

bike up to his house and help him wrench in his garage. Joined the club in 

1990, and not long after was drafted to be the newsletter editor. So I know 

how much work goes into these things. 

Better make it two 🍺 🍺 ! 

At right, two of my “babies”, one 
I’ve had about three years, the other 
a while longer. 

As has been mentioned elsewhere, 
please consider contributing to the 
newsletter. Thanks!
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Photographers Wanted 

Seen any cool cars lately? If 
you have recent Porsche-
related pictures, from a recent 
Schattenbaum event or not, 
please consider submitting 
them with descriptions for our 
website and our Facebook page. 

Send full size photos as 
attachments to 
webmaster@schattenbaum.org 

Schattenbaum on the Web 

Keep an eye on the our web site 
(www.schattenbaum.org), it’s 
about to get a facelift! 

We’re also on Facebook 

Visit us on Facebook and post 
something.

http://www.schattenbaum.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=schattenbaum%20region%20porsche%20club%20of%20america
mailto:webmaster@schattenbaum.org?subject=I've%20got%20photos%20to%20share
http://www.schattenbaum.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=schattenbaum%20region%20porsche%20club%20of%20america
mailto:vp@schattenbaum.org?subject=Club%20program%20ideas
mailto:pres@schattenbaum.org?subject=
http://www.schattenbaum.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=schattenbaum%20region%20porsche%20club%20of%20america
mailto:webmaster@schattenbaum.org?subject=I've%20got%20photos%20to%20share
http://www.schattenbaum.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=schattenbaum%20region%20porsche%20club%20of%20america
mailto:newsletter@schattenbaum.org?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20contribute%20to%20Schatten%20Rappen%E2%80%99
mailto:vp@schattenbaum.org?subject=Club%20program%20ideas
mailto:pres@schattenbaum.org?subject=
mailto:newsletter@schattenbaum.org?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20contribute%20to%20Schatten%20Rappen%E2%80%99
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Petch Sez 
Dan Petchel

We’re building a Gulf Blue Club Car  

You have spoken, and the choice was overwhelming: the theme of the 
car that Mike B and I will be building will be a Club Car. It will be “an 
over the top” ’73 Carrera RS Tribute 911. The color choice was very 
close with Gulf Blue winning out by just a few votes over a darker 
Mexico Blue. We will also add Gulf Orange to the theme. A bit of S-
baum trivia: You may be surprised to learn that the original 
Schattenbaum logo featured a 917 that was Gulf Blue. 

We have three decisions to make at this juncture  

Now we need to select Suspension, Brakes, and Engine size. The 
three sections are listed below and you can make your selections on 
Survey Monkey. Our budget, I remind you, is $60k so I’ve indicated 
the general cost of the options to choose from. We have already spent 
$19k on the Tub and paint work, and we need to add another $1.5k 
in RS parts because the RS body style was selected. So we have about 
$40k remaining to spend on the project. After the big-money items 
below are picked, we still need to decide on a transmission, exhaust, 
seats/interior, wheels/tires, detailing/trim, and lighting.  

We Need Your Help! 

After you review the options below please use the Survey Monkey 
hyperlink to make your selections. You’ll be able to see which options 
are most popular too. I will keep you updated through our website 
and newsletter. 

1. Suspension: 

□ Coil over struts and shocks at all four corners 
and a trick Tarrot sway bar kit. $10k 
□ Performance Bilstein, one step away from a race 
setup, struts/shocks and trick Tarrot sway bar 
parts. $5k 
□ Heavy duty Bilstein shocks and struts, sway bars. 
$3k. 
□ Stock suspension, spruced up. $1k. 

2. Brakes: 

□ Big Red 996 Twin Turbo package. This will 
require 17” wheels down the road. $6.5k 
□ 930 Turbo package, 1978 – ‘89. $5.5k 

□ 930 Turbo fronts, Carrera rears. $4k 
□ Carrera fronts and rears, which is a 40% increase 
in braking over stock. $2k 

3. Engine:  

(This price doesn’t include exhaust.) 

□ 964 rebuilt 3.6 DME engine package. 282hp $20k 

□ 3.2 rebuilt DME engine package. 245hp $15k 
□ 3.0 rebuilt CIS engine package. 220hp $11k 

□ 2.7 rebuilt RS spec engine with carbs 225hp $10k

Schatten Rappen’ January 2017

Help Petch and Mike 

build this project car 

using Survey Monkey 

Just follow this link to 3 easy 

questions and see what other 

members picked: 

surveymonkey.com/r/
XX3X39J

Help Petch and Mike 

build this project car 

using Survey Monkey 

 
 

surveymonkey.com/r/
XX3X39J

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XX3X39J
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XX3X39J
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XX3X39J
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XX3X39J
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At right, Bob Carrington’s shot of an RSK at 

Rennsport Reunion. 

Below, Dan Merton captured the 

refreshments available at the Flying Fish 

Brewery at our Brewery Concours. 

Next is John Bleimaier’s shot of the 

entrance to Restaurant 356 at PCNA’s 

headquarters in Atlanta. 

At bottom is Bob Carrington’s shot of a  
half-Lego 911 RSR.

Slide Night 2016 
A club favorite that never fails to satisfy…

Our monthly meeting, held November 16, featured the always 
popular Digital Slide Night. The winners were: 

• Bob Carrington (overall, featured on the cover; 1st place Porsches 
in Motion) 

• Marina Pushkareva (1st place Porsches at Rest, Pieces of Porsche, 
and Photographic Excellence) 

• Dan Merton (1st place Digitally Enhanced; 2nd place Photographic 
excellence) 

• Bob Helm (2nd place Porsches at Rest, Porsches in Motion) 
• John Bleimaier (2nd place Pieces of Porsche)

At right is Dan Merton’s shot of Porsche 

racer at the Parade in Hershey, PA.
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At left, Marina Pushkareva’s shot of 

Porsche’s first LeMans winner.  

Below is John Bleimaier’s shot of a Ferrari 

that isn’t red! 

Next is Marina’s detail of a Porsche “art car”. 
That’s a bull’s head; can you see it now?

Above: can you guess what this device measures? Bob Helm can tell you. Bob Carrington 
captured this slower Brumos vehicle. Below: Marina Pushkareva’s detail of Janice Joplin’s 356, 

and of an old British car’s misspelling for the sake of symmetry.

Bob Carrington captured the corkscrew 
above, and with it first place for Porsches in 

Motion. 

Bob Helm captured the RSR at left, and 
second place for Porsches in Motion.

Schatten Rappen’ January 2017
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Bob Helm 

Traditionally my first article of the year would be on the season 
outlook in the various pro racing series this year as in most recent 
years there are a lot of changes with a new Prototype class in IMSA, 
new manufacturers in the GT classes, unsettled grids, changes in 
driver lineups and of course rule changes. This year I am changing 
focus, literally from the pro series to PCA Club Racing and Historics. 
While there is much to be said about watching the best of the best 
competing on the highest level that is but one dimension of the sport 
and the competition is just as intense when the drivers are also the 
car owners and competing for the love of the sport. PCA Club Racing 
is now in its 25th year, with 30+ races nationwide and thousands of 
racers and classes for every model. Historics give us the opportunity 
to see great cars that left the top levels of competition long ago in the 
environment they were bred for, the track. 

What is the difference between Club Racing and Drivers Ed? Both are 
held on race tracks but that is where the similarities end. DE is open 
to all drivers (17 and above) in street legal cars on track with drivers 
of similar experience. In DE the run groups are based on driver 
experience from beginner to very experience. The only added safety 
equipment required is a helmet and drivers in the novice groups are 

required to have an instructor in car, 
other levels may have an instructor if 
they choose. In Club Racing instead of 
grouping by driver experience we group 
them by car model and degree of 
performance modifications. In theory a 
novice driver in a 919 would be in the 
novice DE group and the highest Club 
Race/Historic class. CR entrants are 
required to have all the safety 
equipment required in the pro series.

VIEW FROM THE RAILVIEW FROM THE RAIL
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DE is seen by some as a gateway drug to CR and while most racers do 
start in DE most DE drivers do not go on to become racers for many 
reasons. Some racers do it all; they build the car, prep the car, load it 
on the trailer, drive it to the track and keep it running. Others will 
elect for some form of Arrive and Drive support where all the work is 
done by professional and they just have to be concerned with their 
driving. Building your own car may seem like a less expensive way to 
get into the sport but pros like Provost Motorsports and Bodymotion 
are experienced in the best way to do the build and how to keep the 
car compliant with the rules. 

Very popular now are the Spec 
classes where the list of things 
you can modify is more limited 
which helps constrain costs and 
are based on less expensive 
donor cars like 944, 986 
Boxsters etc. These classes tend 
to have a large number of 
entries, the more competition 
the more fun.  

With the exception of the 
Cayman Club Sport series there 
is no commitment on the 

number of races you need to enter so some will enter a couple or 
races and other a full season of five or more races. In our area there 
are a number of races with a short trip, NJMP, Lime Rock Park, 
Watkins Glen, Monticello and Summit Point. Sebring, Daytona and 
the Glen because of their history tend to attract a large number of 
entries from a wide area. That Sebring is in March and Daytona in 
November is an attractive bonus for Northerners trying to stretch the 
season. Sebring being the weekend after the Daytona 24 Hour race 
makes it easy to take in both races on a ten day trip. 

PCA track events are not spectator events but that just means you 
don’t (usually) pay an entry fee and you have to sign the PCA 
insurance waiver. At all PCA events you are either a participant, 
crew, worker or an invited guest and as an invited guest you have 
some of the best spectating opportunities in racing, great track, great 
racing with no crowds and unpatrolled access. 

Historic races are all about the cars, cars are grouped by age and 
type (single seat, sports cars, sports prototype, prewar etc.) and 
while the racing is competitive most are mindful of the age, value 
and historic significance of the cars (that is not apparent in some 
classes). In our area we have historic races at NJMP, Lime Rock 
Park, Watkins Glen and Pittsburg along with major races at 
Daytona, Sebring and Laguna Seca.

VIEW FROM THE RAIL (continued)

http://provostmotorsports.com
http://bodymotion.com
http://provostmotorsports.com
http://bodymotion.com
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Andres Kriete 

Last year’s tours had 
strong participation and 
touring remains a 
popular activity for 
Schattenbaum’s 
members. For 2017 we 
have planned several 
tours, some will be 
combined with social or 
motorsport events, such 
as the Lobster Run or 
the Club Race in 
August. We are also 
working on a new Fall 
Tour. Details of these 
events will be covered 
in future newsletters 
and reminders will be 
sent by e-mail. 

You can already 
mark your 

calendar for the 

first upcoming 

event 

Join Schattenbaum Region PCA as we tour to the world-famous 
Porsche Swap Meet in Hershey, Pennsylvania on Saturday, April 22, 
2017. We last toured to Hershey 2 years ago. If you have never been 
to this event — billed as the “World’s Largest Porsche Swap Meet” 
with over 1000 cars on display and hundreds of vendors — you owe it 
to yourself to join us this year. This is an impressive event not to be 
missed. More details will be included in the next newsletter and on 
the website. 

Please send any suggestions you may have for 2017 tours, events or 
destinations to tour@schattenbaum.org. 

SCHATTENBAUM 
TOURS 2017

http://www.cpa-pca.org/swap/2017/index.html
mailto:tour@schattenbaum.org?subject=Schattenbaum%20tour%20idea
http://www.cpa-pca.org/swap/2017/index.html
mailto:tour@schattenbaum.org?subject=Schattenbaum%20tour%20idea
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At the 9th Annual Coats for Kids event on Friday, 
December 2, the Green Flag Committee at New 
Jersey Motorsports Park provided warm winter 
coats, gloves, scarves and hats to 543 children from 
17 different schools in Cumberland County. The 
invited children also received books and a nice hot 
lunch. 

Schattenbaum Region PCA generously donated 
$1000 to support this very worthy cause. PCA 
Members also volunteered as shopping assistants 
(aka “Elves”) for the large number of children to 
help them chose clothes and other items. 
Approximately half the inventory and supplies 
were donated, the other half was purchased. 
Numerous car clubs, individuals, and corporations 
come together to make this event possible each 
year. 

See a short video from SNJ Today here: http://
www.snjtoday.com/story/33856149/new-jersey-
motorsports-park-helps-500-area-students-keep-
warm

From Speed to Need,  
Schattenbaum has it covered 
Text and photos by Kevin Marcus

Schattenbaum member Pete Tremper is seen below 
assisting the children in a photo in the local newspaper.

SCHATTENBAUM MEMBER  
IN A PORSCHE NORTH AMERICA  

WEB COMMERCIAL

Schattenbaum member Bob 
Malkin was in a Porsche Web 
Commercial for Porsche, NA. 
The commercial was shot last in 
April and released in the Fall.  

You can see Bob on YouTube:  
https://youtu.be/-Tid-22igkQ.

https://youtu.be/-Tid-22igkQ
https://youtu.be/-Tid-22igkQ
http://www.snjtoday.com/story/33856149/new-jersey-motorsports-park-helps-500-area-students-keep-warm
http://www.snjtoday.com/story/33856149/new-jersey-motorsports-park-helps-500-area-students-keep-warm


Another season ends 

The Schattenbaum 2016 season has ended. Track 
junkies like me will have to patiently (or impatiently) 
wait for springtime. But there are some other things 
we can and should do in the meanwhile. 

Get the car checked out 

In the strongest terms, I suggest that every DE 
participant use the off-season time to have your car 
thoroughly inspected by a Porsche-oriented race 
shop. There are many shops in the Schattenbaum 
area that are knowledgeable about track wear and 
tear so they know what to look for. 

Track driving puts lots of stress on cars. It is really 
important to make sure your car is in good shape. 
You should not rely on the mandatory pre-event 
inspection — it’s useful but it isn’t thorough. Use 
the winter to your advantage. I’m taking my car in 
for a thorough stem-to-stern review later this week. 

Use the off-season to have your car thoroughly 
inspected. Don’t wait until just before your first 
outing next season. Your shop is likely to be very 
busy then and if the car has problems you may not 
be able to get them fixed before an event you 
wanted to attend. This is also a good time to 
consider improvements to the car. If you know you 
are a committed track driver, consider track seats, 
belts and possibly a roll-bar. These greatly add to 
your safety and comfort on track. It is also a good 
time to upgrade your personal gear. If you don’t 
have track shoes, consider getting them. Once in a 
while I forget to wear mine and I immediately miss 
them. There is much more brake pedal feel and 
sensitivity than with regular sneakers. What about 
your helmet? SA 2010 or newer are now required, 
but even your existing 2010 from a few years ago 
might be getting ratty. 

PACK  
AT  

THE  
TRACK 

Fred Pack

How is your rev matching and heel 

& toe technique? 

Over the course of a season I spend a lot of time in 
the right seat of cars on track. Many drivers are not 
very good at rev matching and heel & toe. These are 
absolutely necessary skills for track drivers whose 
cars have “traditional” manual transmissions. By 
traditional manual, I mean one that does not have the 
new high-tech automatic rev matching capabilities. If 
your car has one of these new manuals or PDK you 
can skip this section because the rev matching is 
done automatically so you don’t need to heel & toe. 

Rev Matching 

What is “rev matching” and why is it important? 
Consider a car which would be at 3500 rpm in 4th 
gear at 80 mph and at 4500 rpm at in 3rd at that 
same speed. Now imagine it is approaching a turn in 
4th gear; the driver slows to 80 (3500 rpm) and 
shifts down to 3rd gear. This car will be at 4500 rpm 
when the downshift is complete. In order for the 
shift to be smooth the driver must increase the 
engine’s speed to 4500 while downshifting. If this 
rev matching is not done the car will jerk, the tires 
may chirp for a moment and the car may lose 
balance. You do not want your car to lose its 
composure as you are hurtling towards a corner. 
You can perfect your rev matching technique on the 
street during the off-season, so get to it! The tricky 
part is getting the sense of how much gas is needed 
in order to attain the lovely smooth downshift. 

Heel & Toe 

The heel and toe technique is important because 
without it you can’t brake effectively on the track. 
Here’s why: Unfortunately we humans were not 
provided with three feet, at least in respect to 
driving a manual on track, because you need three 

I’ll see you at the track in 

2017. You can always contact 
me at fhp911@gmail.com.
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feet when seriously slowing down: one foot for the 
brake, one for the gas pedal to match the revs when 
downshifting, and one foot for the clutch pedal (for that 
downshift). To get around our lack of sufficient feet, 
many drivers lift their right foot off the brake pedal and 
use it to give a quick stab on the gas in order to match 
revs. Then they resume braking. This gives a smooth 
shift, which is good, but it makes for poor braking 
since there is a period when no braking is occurring.  

The heel and toe technique in effect “gives us a third 
foot” and allows us to keep pressing the brake pedal 
while still being able to use the left foot for the clutch 
pedal and also use the right foot for the necessary 
throttle blip. The technique is easy to describe but 
takes some learning to master. (It is hard to practice 
on the street since it is about hard braking from high 
speeds, which you should only be doing on the track 
but you can practice it at appropriate legal speeds on 
regular roads.) The right foot is angled so that the 
heel is on the gas pedal while the toe is on the brake 
pedal. You start by applying the brakes (with the toe 
part of the right foot.) When you have slowed enough 
to perform the downshift — while you continue 
braking with your right-foot toes — you de-clutch as 
usual with the left foot and then give a little rev 
matching jab on the gas pedal with the heel of the 
right foot as you shift down and then let off the clutch 
pedal. If you do it properly you have continued 
braking at full intensity and matched the engine revs 
so that you get a smooth downshift. (Editor’s Note: 
There are lots of instructional videos that describe 
Heel-Toe techniques on the internet — here is one: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzcRZCcikwM)  

Data 

I’ve had a Traqmate data analyzer for many years. It 
produces excellent graphs which show your speed, 
and G-forces (during cornering, braking and 
accelerating) but last season I decided I wanted 
integrated data and video, and I was not interested in 
spending thousands of dollars to get it. For $20 I got 
Harry’s Lap Timer — this is an app you put on your 
phone. It uses the video camera in the phone and can 
integrate via Bluetooth with external GPS and on-
board data gadgets. I am very pleased with the results 
and have put some videos onto YouTube and also 
shared them with friends. More importantly, it 
provides objective speed, throttle position and G-
forces data overlaid onto video, which is very useful 
to improve your technique. (Disclaimer: I have no 
relationship with Harry’s except as a $20 customer.) 

PACK AT THE TRACK (CONTINUED)

Check Everything 

When you are at the track, every day you should 
check your car. Are the tire pressures ok, are the 
oil and brake fluid levels high enough, are the tires 
showing signs of cording, is there adequate brake 
pad material remaining, and so on. You ought to 
appreciate that it’s you who will be riding in the 
car, and it’s you who may get injured if the brakes 
fail or your corded tire has a blowout. Several 
times I have examined my tires in the morning 
before the first session and they have had plenty of 
rubber, yet by the end of the day there are large 
sections of cord showing through. 

Check Everything II — Walk-around 

Do a complete walk-around your car every day. 
Look carefully. You never know what you may find. 
As example, last year I was at Watkins Glen and 
after a session I noticed that the electrical cable 
which connects the car to my trailer was dangling 
on the ground. (I tow a tire/tool trailer behind my 
Boxster.) It was pretty badly scraped up from 
having been dragged for an entire session but 
fortunately it was still functional. Clearly I hadn’t 
stowed it properly. If I had done a walk-around 
before going on track I would have spared myself 
some trouble. 

On track everything is connected 

This topic was suggested to me by a student at 
Summit Point. We made great progress during our 
day together and her cornering speeds steadily 
increased. Then on one lap she had trouble slowing 
down enough for Turn 5, the hairpin. I explained 
that she needed to adjust her braking point back a 
bit to compensate for her increased speed in the 
turn leading towards the hairpin. More speed 
demands more braking — Aha! Everything really 
is connected. 

A Suggestion 

Since the season is over this is a good time to be 
reading. Consider subscribing to Ross Bentley’s 
Speed Secrets Weekly. It’s a weekly email blast 
with articles covering a wide range of track 
subjects. It costs only $12 per year. (Disclosure: 
My only connection to SSW is as a reader and I 
find it very worthwhile.)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzcRZCcikwM
http://www.gps-laptimer.de
https://speedsecretsweekly.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzcRZCcikwM
http://www.gps-laptimer.de
https://speedsecretsweekly.com/
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Mike Sokoloff 

The days are now growing longer and we can look forward to getting 
our cars prepped for some fun driving and detailing — if we can make 
it through January and February. They aren’t the shortest days on 
the calendar, but they are the coldest. The time of year I dread, but 
better days are just around the corner. 

Concours will be part of a revitalized activity we’re planning for ’17, 
Cars ’n Coffee. For those of you not aware, there is a weekly C&C at 
the Starbucks on Fellowship Rd. just north of Rt. 73 in Mount Laurel 
every Saturday. I have not attended yet, but I hear there are all types 
of car folks there, including some Schattenbaumers. I believe it runs 
from 8am-11am. You can check with Starbucks (856-222-0328) for 
exact hours. Our club will be hosting two C&Cs this year, one for the 
northern area and one for the southern area of our geographic region. 
The Board is working on dates — there will be one in Spring and one 
in Fall — stay tuned to the newsletter, website, Facebook, etc.  

Mark your calendars now for our two biggest events: the Car Care 
Clinic on March 25th will be returning to your new VP Mike Bono’s 

shop in Sewell and on May 21st 
our Wine Taster’s Concours will 
return to the Almathea Winery 
near Atco. You won’t have to 
register for the clinic and 
registration instructions will be 
posted in the next couple 
months for the Winery 
Concours. As a reminder, 
Concours events are heavily 
subsidized by Schattenbaum. 

If there is anything you would like to do, topic to cover, or things you 
would like to see, we are always looking for new ideas as we make last 
minute additions to our schedule for 2017. Please let me, Jack Fowler or 
Mike Bono know via email or even better yet, when you see us at an event. 
We’ve expanded the Board for 2017 by adding a position for Insurance 
Coordinator (previously our Secretary), a full time membership chair, and 
an associate Newsletter Editor. Three new Executive officers joined Jeff 
Lerman who remains as Treasurer. They are President Jack Fowler 
(former VP), a new VP Mike Bono and Secretary Bob Stine.  

Hope you had a happy holiday season and New Year. I’m looking 
forward to another enjoyable year for Concours at Schattenbaum.

CONCOURS AT SCHATTENBAUM: 

LOOKING AHEAD 
TO 2017

https://www.starbucks.com/store-locator/store/113206/route-73-fellowship-road-550-fellowship-road-mount-laurel-nj-08054-us
http://amaltheacellars.com
https://www.starbucks.com/store-locator/store/113206/route-73-fellowship-road-550-fellowship-road-mount-laurel-nj-08054-us
http://amaltheacellars.com
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Claudia Debusmann 

Update from the Party Animal 

Now that the holidays are over it is time to look 
forward to the New Year. At the recent board meeting 
we firmed up our social events for 2017. The first 
date to set aside will be April 1st for our Spring 
Social. As in past years, it will be held at Tarantella’s 
Restaurant in Medford. This has become a very 
popular event and seating is limited, so if you are 
planning on coming make sure to keep an eye out for 
the registration form in an upcoming newsletter and 
on the website.  

Our next social outing is the ever-popular Lobster 
Run with a tentative date of June 11th. Once again 
we plan to have two groups meet up for driving 
tours to the Jersey shore for dinner.  

Next up on the social calendar is Cruise Night in 
August in place of the usual monthly meeting. This 
event takes place at the Evergreen Drive-In 
restaurant in Medford and there are lots of old and 

2017 SOCIAL EVENTS

interesting cars in attendance — our Porsches add 
a touch of class to the vehicle list. Last year the 
club paid for every member to have an ice cream 
sundae or cone to help beat the summer evening 
heat. Everyone there had a great time.  

With the summer over it will be time for 
Oktoberfest! We will once again gather for a great 
German meal at Sebastian’s Schnitzel Haus. The 
date isn’t set yet, but as the name implies it will be 
in October.  

Our final social of the year is the annual Holiday 
Party, which is always the first Saturday in 
December ( 12/2 this year). As is the tradition 
there will be a cocktail hour followed by a great 
buffet dinner. We will have a DJ to provide great 
music for dancing as well as tons of Porsche 
themed door prizes. This event is the highlight of 
the year and shouldn’t be missed.  

Hope to see you at an event in 2017!

All of our events will be announced in the newsletter 

and publicized on our website. Our new President 

Jack Fowler will also send email reminders!
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Scenes from the 
2016 Holiday 
Party


