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On the Cover 
Gerd Lengfeld took this photo 
of a Carrera GT interior during 
a trip to Europe. Read more 
about it in this issue. 

Articles and photos are 
always welcome — send to: 
newsletter@schattenbaum.org 

Current and past issues of 
Schatten Rappen’ are 
available on the website: 
www.schattenbaum.org
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Monthly Meetings
November Meeting: Digital Slide Night 
When: Wednesday, November 15th, 6:30 pm. 
Where: Bung’s Tavern. 

We’ll be holding one of our most popular meetings of the 
year on Wednesday November 15th: the annual Digital 
Slide Night. 

Calling all amateur photogs out there! Come to our 
November meeting to share your best digital 
photographs with your fellow Club members. Wow the 
crowd with beautiful images of classic old Porsches or 
dramatic racing-action shots but be ready for some 
good-natured wise-cracks too.  

Compete with your fellow club members for prizes! 

Entrants are limited to 12 entries each. Bring them to the meeting on a USB 
flash drive. They will be loaded onto a laptop for projection. 

Our panel of judges will select 1st and 2nd place winners in these 
categories: 

• Porsches in Motion 
• Porsches at Rest 
• Pieces of Porsches 
• Digitally Enhanced Photos 
• General Photographic Excellence (any subject) 

The top photograph, which must be Porsche-themed, will be awarded the 
Grand Prize Winner and will be featured on the cover of Schatten Rappen’ 

It’s the last monthly meeting of 2017! 

We’ll be serving complementary pizza, wings and beer!

December Meeting: Holiday Party 
When: Saturday, December 2nd, 5:30 pm. 
Where: The Stone Terrace 
2275 Kuser Road, Hamilton Square, NJ 

Holiday Party – Don’t miss it! 

We will meet for the last time in 2017 on Saturday, December 2nd at the 
Stone Terrace for our annual Holiday Party. See the promo in this issue and 
go to www.schattenbaum.org to reserve your seat and make payments. 

See the promo in this issue and/or schattenbaum.org to reserve your seat 
and make payments.
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Please be sure your email and 
mailing addresses are up to 
date! Just visit www.pca.org
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Schattenbaum relies on the data 
that you provide to PCA National 
to keep in contact.

Are You  
Up to Date?

New Members for August & September
Name Date Joined Town Porsche Year & Model

Mark Babenko August 3rd Vineland, NJ 2015 911 Turbo S

Jose Perez August 4th Pemberton, NJ 2000 911 Carrera 4

Horace Crider August 21st Galloway, NJ 1984 928S

William Deane August 24th Brigantine, NJ 2002 Boxster

Patrick Myers August 28th Wenonah, NJ 2001 Boxster

Fueng-Chadil Chotikajan September 15th Princeton, NJ 2013 911 Carrera 4S Cabriolet

Brian Murphy September 17th Edgewater Park, NJ 2009 Cayman

Michael Sperry September 20th Cherry Hill, NJ 2007 Cayman

Member Milestones
Name Anniversary Town Porsche Year & Model

Neale Messina 40th (Sept. ’77) Newtown, PA 1974 911

Susan Thompson 40th (Sept. ’77)

Joseph and Christopher Byron 25th (Sept. ’82) Linwood, NJ 2003 911 Carrera

Anthony Cannon 20th (Sept. ’97) Mount Laurel, NJ 2000 911 Carrera

Meyreni Fermin-Cannon 20th (Sept. ’97) Mount Laurel, NJ 2000 911 Carrera

Peter and Claudia Debussmann 20th (Oct. ’97) Southampton, NJ 1997 911 Carrera

Robert and Barbara Malkin 15th (Oct. ’02) Cherry Hill, NJ 1988 911 Carerra

Michael and Michael Bono 10th (Oct. ’07) Sicklerville, NJ 1982 911 SC

Michael and Katherina Christakos 10th (Oct. ’07) Cherry Hill, NJ 1988 911 Carerra

David Krutzler 10th (Oct. ’07) Mount Royal, NJ 1988 911 Carerra

Hannah Shults 10th (Oct. ’07) Pennington, NJ 2006 911 Carerra S

Mark and Adam Nachmias 5th (Aug. ’12) Moorestown, NJ 2012 911 Turbo S

Uptal Shah 5th (Aug. ’12) Plainsboro, NJ 2008 911 Carerra 4S

Ryan and Stacey Wells 5th (Aug. ’12) Vineland, NJ 2012 Cayman R

Christopher Bennett 5th (Oct. ’12) Marlton, NJ 1999 911 Carerra 4

Michael Emro 5th (Oct. ’12) Titusville, NJ 1995 911 Carerra

Ioannis and Toula Galanos 5th (Oct. ’12) Margate City, NJ 2009 911 Carerra

Glen Goldberg 5th (Oct. ’12) Medford, NJ 2014 911 Carerra 4 Cabriolet

John and Michael Mirmanesh 5th (Oct. ’12) Marlton, NJ 2012 911 Carerra GTS

http://www.pca.org
http://www.pca.org
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Recently, I was reading the January Porsche 

Engineering magazine and I found a few articles 

about the future of Porsche technology. The more 

I read, the more intrigued I was, and the more I 

started thinking that it could be a good thing for 

Porsche enthusiasts. However, when I hear the 

buzz word “The Cloud” referring to a car I may 

drive, I am just not sure I will be as excited to 

drive it if the car’s technology is in control of much 

of what I enjoy about the driving experience. 

I have been around technology since the mid 80’s 

when computers and mobile phones first became 

more widely available, so I am not afraid of new 

technology by any means. My first portable 

computer (not called a “laptop” yet) was made by 

Compaq, and that company isn’t even in business 

today. It was “portable”, but almost the size of a 

sewing machine! One of my first actual laptops 

was considerably thicker than my laptop today, 

but the technology has evolved rather quickly. Today, when I read 

about the iPhone X and all of its intuitive capabilities, and then I 

read about Porsche doing similar things, I wonder how “COOL” it 

could really be to have this technology in our cars. But, will it live 

up to all the hype, or will it just fizzle out? We will just have to wait 

and see, but for now, it is fun to learn more about all the 

technological advances in the automotive world. 

Years ago, when we talked about the idea of user experience, most 

car manufacturers were focused on ergonomics, such as the location 

of ash trays, or where the radio knobs were located so that the driver 

could easily access them. Those changes were seen as new and 

exciting to some. Today, however, people expect a lot more from the 

technology in their cars. Driver assistance technology is where car 

manufactures are spending a lot of research and development. This 

technology started as mostly display and warning systems, but today, 

they are evolving into applications with much higher levels of 

automation. I am sure most of you still “drive” your car, but in the 

From the President 
Jack Fowler 

Technology and the Future of Our Cars

Join us… 
Our Monthly Meetings are held at 
Bung’s Tavern, 2031 Rt. 130 S, 
Burlington, NJ. We usually gather 
for snacks and cocktails at 6:30 pm, 
and the meetings start at 7:00 pm.  

For driving directions, go to:  
bungstavern.net/ 

Contact VP and Program Chair 
Mike Bono if you have an idea for a 
Monthly Meeting or other event: 
vp@schattenbaum.org 
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near future, our cars will “drive” us. I’m not sure I 

am ready for that. But then again, if my car can 

take me places instead of having to call Uber, I may 

find a way to embrace this new world! 

One particular article I read in the January issue 

was titled “Forward Looking and Safe”, and it was 

pretty interesting. It described how complex the 

driver assistance applications are becoming, and as 

a result, how they need to change the way these 

systems are tested before being put into production. 

According to the article, “In contrast to the 

capabilities of the human brain, a self-driving 

vehicle requires huge amounts of training data in 

order to correctly classify objects and situations.” 

They are using robotic vehicles to simulate real 

world situations, such as valet self-parking, and 

using that data to “train” the systems. Eventually, 

these systems will be able to learn and adapt to any 

situation on the fly. What was once only depicted as 

the future in the movies, is now becoming reality.  

Porsche is spending a lot of effort on ensuring 

their products offer the latest digital technology. 

Porsche already offers the Porsche Track 

Precision app, which allows detailed display, 

recording and analysis 

of driving data on a 

smartphone for closed 

courses outside the 

public traffic 

environment. Privacy 

and security are also 

very important to 

Porsche, and will 

continue to be a 

theme in their 

technology 

development. Overall, 

I think the future is 

going to be very 

interesting, and I 

can’t wait to see all 

the changes, what 

about you?

From the President (continued)

Photographers Wanted 
Seen any cool cars lately? If you have recent 

Porsche-related pictures, from a recent 

Schattenbaum event or not, please consider 

submitting them with descriptions for our website 

and our Facebook page. 

Send full size photos as attachments to 

webmaster@schattenbaum.org 

Schattenbaum on the Web 
Keep coming back to our web site 

(www.schattenbaum.org), it’s looking real good 

these days…! 

We’re also on Facebook 
Visit us on Facebook and post something.
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Years ago, user experience was 

focused on ergonomics, such as 

the location of ash trays or radio 

knobs. Now, people expect a lot 

more from their cars. Driver 

assistance technology is where 

manufactures are spending a lot 

of research and development. 

Today, they are applications with 

high levels of automation. In the 

near future, our cars will “drive” 

us. I’m not sure I am ready for 

that…

Years ago, user experience was 

focused on ergonomics, such as 

the location of ash trays or radio 

knobs. Now, people expect a lot 

more from their cars. Driver 

assistance technology is where 

manufactures are spending a lot 

of research and development. 

Today, they are applications with 

high levels of automation. In the 

near future, our cars will “drive” 

us. I’m not sure I am ready for 

that…

http://www.schattenbaum.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=schattenbaum%20region%20porsche%20club%20of%20america
mailto:webmaster@schattenbaum.org?subject=I've%20got%20photos%20to%20share
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http://www.schattenbaum.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=schattenbaum%20region%20porsche%20club%20of%20america
mailto:webmaster@schattenbaum.org?subject=I've%20got%20photos%20to%20share
http://www.schattenbaum.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=schattenbaum%20region%20porsche%20club%20of%20america


Schattenbaum’s  
Annual Holiday Banquet 

Saturday, December 2nd 
at the same great location as in the past: 

The Stone Terrace in Hamilton, NJ

Schattenbaum’s  
Annual Holiday Banquet 

Saturday, December 2nd 
at the same great location as in the past: 

The Stone Terrace in Hamilton, NJ

Schatten Rappen’ November 2017

The club is subsidizing a  
large portion of the bill, so  
the cost to members is only 
$45.00 per person. 

Payments will be accepted 
via PayPal only, and must be 
received by November 24th.  

To make reservations and 
payments go to our website: 
schattenbaum.org
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For more information contact Claudia Debusmann  
609-714-9049 or social@schattenbaum.org

Please join us for a fabulous evening that will include: 

• Cocktails and hors d’oeuvres at 6pm 

• Sumptuous buffet dinner at 7pm 

• DJ music for your dancing pleasure 

• Open bar (beer, wine & soda) during the entire event 

There will be door prizes and a photo show of our 2017 events!  
Festivities will end at 11:00 PM.

Where to go: 

The Stone Terrace 

2275 Kuser Road,  
Hamilton Square, NJ 

thestoneterrace.com/directions

http://www.schattenbaum.org
mailto:social@schattenbaum.org?subject=I%20want%20to%20go%20to%20Oktoberfest
http://www.schattenbaum.org
mailto:social@schattenbaum.org?subject=I%20want%20to%20go%20to%20Oktoberfest
http://thestoneterrace.com
http://thestoneterrace.com/directions
http://thestoneterrace.com
http://thestoneterrace.com/directions
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Man-Cation

Text and photos by Gerd Lengfeld 

I am not sure who came up with the idea: my 

brother in law, Michael, our friend, Fred, or me – it 

could also have been that wine, over dinner. An 11-

day trip to Germany, crisscrossing the country. Our 

wives were immediately on board. Shopping in 

Berlin, Hamburg and Munich, visiting museums, 

churches and castles along the way – what’s not to 

like? What a fantastic trip. Very (very) gently, we 

had to inform them that we had a “guys only “tour 

in mind. They reluctantly conceded, whereby 

secretly hoping that our idea would eventually fizzle. 

But no such luck; we were determined! 

Plans took shape early 2017. Our friend was born in 

Berlin, but had left Germany at the age of six. His 

command of the German language is excellent, but I 

always tease him by saying now he speaks like a 

seven year old. He had been back to Germany many 

times on business, but that had been only short stints 

to major cities. Our plan was to sidestep all the large 

cities and with the help of the German automobile 

club, ADAC, and my brother in law who is very well 

versed in culinary matters and wine regions, we 

charted a route that would not only let us see many 

quaint towns, but also experience the culinary 

differences throughout many German states.  

Our wives reminded us though, that Germany has 

much more to offer besides good food, wine and beer, 

and we should also visit a few German museums, 
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castles, churches and cultural 

events. As loving and obeying 

husbands we promised to do so and 

visited more museums than even 

our wives had anticipated: the 

Horsepower Barn in Einbeck, the 

Dornier and the Zeppelin Museum 

in Friedrichshafen, the Porsche and 

Mercedes-Benz Museum in 

Stuttgart, and an art exhibition at 

the Swarovski Kristall World near 

Innsbruck, Austria.  

On September 9, we boarded the 

United flight from Newark to 

Hamburg, where we hooked up with 

my brother in law who lives in the 

Hamburg area. The first stop on our 

route was Einbeck, about two hours 

south of Hamburg, known for its 

excellent beer. The city was founded 

in 1378, and at one point in time 

there were 742 (not a typo) small 

breweries in Einbeck. Must have been 

a tough life for the locals to decide 

what kind of beer to drink and when. 

For some years now, Einbeck also 

houses the Horsepower Barn, which exhibits over 200 cars 

and motorcycles, spanning 130 years of automotive history 

(many of these cars I saw on the streets when growing up 

in Germany). It was interesting to see a collection of cars 

built shortly after the war, such as BMW Isetta, 

Goggomobil, Lloyd and the three-wheeled Messerschmitt 

(which we children called “Snow White’s Coffin” due to the 

design and its large glass canopy). The Horsepower Barn 

also has a Porsche Race Simulator, which we of course had 

to try. After I crashed the Porsche three times on the first 

lap, my brother in law decided he would be the sole driver 

for the rest of the trip. I can’t blame him.  

Wuerzburg was the next town on our list. Good 

wine, good food and a quick (very quick) visit to 

the Wuerzburg castle, so that we could add this to 

the “honey do in Germany list”. From there, we 

pointed the car towards the city of Golling, Austria, 

where we had pre-booked a hotel way up in the 

mountains with spectacular views.  

Since our friend had never been to the city of 

Berchtesgaden, we made this our next destination. 

Previous page: 909 Bergspyder, one of Porsche’s hillclimb monsters (0–62 kmh in 2.4 seconds!), 
leads a 906 and a brace of 917’s; Above, Salzburg 917 brought Porsche their first of 19 overall wins 
at Le Mans in 1971.

Perched high (6,000 feet) on top of the Kehlstein 

mountain is the famous Kehlsteinhaus (Eagles 

Nest) that was given to Adolf Hitler for his 50th 

birthday. It is one of the most popular tourist 

attractions in Southern Germany and can be 

reached with a two hour walk by foot (they must 

be kidding) or with specially designed mountain 

buses via a 6.5 km serpent-like road. Sitting by 

the window on the bus and looking down 

thousands of feet over the almost nonexistent 

guardrail, is not for the faint of heart. I knew this 

from an earlier visit and let our friend sit by the 

window to enjoy the view into the abyss. We were 

lucky: the day was exceptionally clear and the 

view from the top of the mountain was 

unbelievable. Today, the Kehlsteinhaus is a 

restaurant which offers hearty local food. It is 

said, that Adolf Hitler, who was afraid of heights, 

only visited the Kehlsteinhaus fourteen times. 

Innsbruck and Garmisch Partenkirchen were the 

next “must stops” on our route. On the way we 

took a quick side tour to the Swarovski 
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Man-Cation (continued)

http://flatsixes.com/porsche-motorsports/909-berspyder-impacted-porsches-racing-development-history/
http://flatsixes.com/porsche-motorsports/909-berspyder-impacted-porsches-racing-development-history/
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Kristallwelten, which was kind of a 

let-down. However, on the positive 

side, it had an art exhibition and 

so we had dutifully complied with 

another wish of our wives. 

We spent some time in the 

touristy Innsbruck Old City and 

visited the Schnapps Store, which 

I had discovered some years ago. If 

anyone has a taste for Schnapps, 

this is the store to go. The walls 

are lined with long glass cylinders, 

filled with every kind of Schnapps 

one can imagine. Tasting of the 

different types of Schnapps is 

encouraged and we gladly obliged. 

As guests in another country, one 

does what the locals suggest.  

Garmisch Partenkirchen is known for hosting the 

Winter Olympics in 1936 and is a favored destination 

for all kinds of winter sports. It is located at the foot 

of the highest mountain in Germany, the Zugspitze 

(about 10,000 feet). This time, the Zugspitze was 

hidden by thick clouds, and heavy rain prohibited us 

from exploring the charming town.  

The drive from Garmisch to Friedrichshafen, 

located at the Bodensee, was one of the most scenic 

routes on our entire trip. During the night, snow had 

fallen in the higher altitudes and the peaks of the 

mountains glistened in the sunshine. The Bodensee 

is the third largest lake in Central Europe, with a 

length of 39 miles and a maximum width of almost 

nine miles. The area around lake is characterized by 

very mild temperatures, which allow the growths of 

subtropical and some tropical plants.  

My brother in law knew of the Dornier and the 

Zeppelin Museum in Friedrichshafen, and we spent 

hours there marveling at the engineering genius of 

Claude Dornier and Graf Zeppelin. The Zeppelin 

museum displays some pieces that were retrieved 

from the wreck of the Hindenburg, after its fiery 

crash in Lakehurst, NJ. There is also a recreation 

of the passenger compartment of the Hindenburg, 

which was quite luxurious for its time. A partial 

model of the Hindenburg gives a good indication of 

its enormous size.  
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Claude Dornier was an aircraft builder and pioneer in the 

development of sea planes, Helicopters, experimental 

VTOL aircrafts, and Fighter Jets. Sea planes (or flying 

boats) were used for longer over ocean/sea voyages since 

aircraft engines were much less reliable than today and 

airports were sparse. The 12 engine Dornier DX flying 

boat was for decades the world’s largest and most 

powerful aircraft. Ultimately, with an expending 

infrastructure and bullet-proof engines, sea planes faded 

into the back ground. Today, the Dornier company is 

recognized for its work in space exploration, aerospace 

engineering and was the manufacturer of the camera 

used in the Hubble Telescope.  

Freiburg in the Black Forest (founded in 1120) was 

next on our map. Our hotel at the nearby Titisee (yes, 

that is the name of the lake!) was simply wonderful 

with its location right at the shores, surrounded by 

shops selling Black Forest souvenirs, special ham, 

locally distilled Schnapps and of course all kinds of 

Kuckuck Clocks. Unfortunately, we had picked a bad 

day for touring the old and very charming section of 

the city of Freiburg, because most of it had been 

blocked off for a pre- election appearance/speech of 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel. We had the choice 

of either listening to a politician’s canned presentation, 

full of empty promises, or a delicious lunch at a nearby 

restaurant, which has been awarded with a “Star” by 

the famous Michelin Restaurant Guide. Easy decision – 

off to lunch. 

Above and overleaf: Porsche’s Carrera GT supercar from 2004 was a monster for the street.

Man-Cation (continued)

https://www.caranddriver.com/reviews/porsche-carrera-gt-first-drive-review
https://www.caranddriver.com/reviews/porsche-carrera-gt-first-drive-review


around the world covering the time from the first 

motorcar to the modern era. A special section was 

reserved for Mercedes- Benz race cars, dating back to 

the early 1900. These machines were incredible and 

some of them were able to reach speeds well in excess 

of 200 miles per hour. No power steering, no power 

brakes, rather skinny tires, seats that today would be 

declared a murder-weapon by the DOT. The race 

drivers of those days really had to have guts to drive 

(more like wrestling) these cars at breakneck speeds 

around a race track. By comparison, today’s Formula 1 

cars seem to be a cushy and incredibly safe ride. 

We could have spent many more hours in both 

museums, but the day of our return to the US was 

getting closer and we still had two cities on our 

program. Initially, we had planned to stay another 

day in the greater Stuttgart area, but it proved 

Schatten Rappen’ November 2017

Man-Cation (continued)

Stuttgart was of course for us the most important city 

on our trip. This city is blessed with two outstanding 

car museums: the Porsche Museum in Zuffenhausen 

and the Mercedes-Benz Museum in Stuttgart-

Untertuerkheim. The Porsche museum is rather new, 

having opened in 2009. The old museum was very 

small and no longer met the image of the quickly 

growing Porsche company. The new, architecturally 

interesting building, exhibits about 80 plus cars and 

any Porsche fan will be in awe of the rare and beautiful 

Porsche displayed. The cars are grouped by years from 

before 1948, then Porsche from the 1950s, the 60s and 

so on all the way up to present day models. The 

Porsche history and technical advances over the years 

are very well documented and illustrated. On one wall, 

there are the silhouettes of various 911 shapes (up to 

the 991) superimposed on the Ur-911 shape. Although 

the 911 has grown larger and edgier over the years, it 

is evident that the designers always 

were careful not to stray too far 

from the basic iconic 911 shape. 

We learned that the displayed cars 

are only a very small part of 

Porsche Ag’s amazing collection, 

with many more rare cars, 

prototypes and test-mules safely 

hidden from the public eye in a 

nearby warehouse. A quick pit-stop 

at the museum shop to pick up 

some goodies; we did some 

shopping after all, although not 

the kind of shopping our wives 

had in mind.  

The Mercedes-Benz Museum is a 

seven story high tower and the 

exhibition commences on the 

seventh floor with a display of the 

first motor car built by Karl Benz 

and other very early Mercedes-

Benz automobiles. The visitors 

then walk down floor by floor via 

a wide spiral ramp (similar to the 

Guggenheim Museum) with cars 

becoming more and more 

advanced and modern. The history 

of the Mercedes-Benz automobile is 

very well presented, with technical 

illustrations, engine models and an 

overview of historical events 
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Man-Cation (continued)

impossible to get rooms due to many wine festivals 

around the city. We finally were able to find three 

rooms in the city of Deidesheim, some ninety miles 

away. This hotel had also a restaurant sporting one 

Michelin “Star”, and we decided to give it a try. The 

food was, without doubt, very artistically arranged on 

the plates; seasoning however, a bit strange and the 

portions of the five course menu were rather small. In 

contrast, the bill was rather sky high. Scrooge McDuck 

would have had an instant nervous breakdown. But, 

you only live once (or twice, if you are James Bond). 

Deidesheim is known for its outstanding wines and a 

restaurant /hotel, which was frequented by former 

German Chancellor Helmut Kohl, and saw guests such 

as Ronald Regan, Mikhail Gorbachev, Margaret 

Thatcher and many other dignitaries. My brother in 

law and I tried Chancellor Kohl’s favorite dish, 

Saumagen (a dish where a pig’s stomach is an integral 

part), but our friend chickened out and thought we 

were complete nuts to eat such an unappetizing dish. 

It was rather tasty though. The next day we were on to 

Nierstein (near Frankfurt), at the banks of the River 

Rhine, and our last chance to sample local wine and 

local fare before boarding Lufthansa back to the States.  

We arrived in Newark quite tired and a few pounds 

heavier. Before the trip, we had no idea that eating 

and drinking (did I mention all the cigars?) could 

be so strenuous. But this trip was easily worth a 

few hours in the gym to get back into shape. We all 

agreed: this was one of the best trips we had ever 

done. No complaints, smoke a cigar whenever you 

want, no one watched our consumption of 

alcoholic beverages, drive as fast as you want 

(traffic permitting of course), no calorie counting 

(“bring on more sausage and sauerkraut please, 

and don’t forget the dumplings ”), shopping? NEIN! 

In our telephone conversations with our wives, we 

of course told them that the trip would have been 

even better if they could have joined us (politically 

correct, but I confess not entirely true) and that we 

were “good boys” who only ate healthy Muesli for 

breakfast, salads for lunch and dinner, rarely 

touched a glass of wine or stein of beer and did 

not notice all the Bavarian Fraeuleins in their 

colorful low-cut Dirndl dresses. As they say: what 

happens in good old Germany stays in good old 

Germany. Prost! 
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If you have ever thought about coming to a 

Schattenbaum DE event, let me offer you some 

more reasons. Sure, the driving is great and 

there’s time to socialize with club members. 

But there’s more — like seeing the amazing 

cars. Topping the list at the October DE was 

this magnificently restored Porsche 904! Club 

Historian Tim Kuser picked up this car in 

1975, and since then has carefully restored it 

piece by piece. One of the few surviving 904s, 

Tim found this beauty in need of attention and 

has completely rebuilt it, everything from the 

body tub to rebuilding the clockwork 4-cam, 

two-liter engine.

904 Reasons to Come to a Schattenbaum DE 
Bob Stine
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904 Reasons (continued)
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Tim is rightfully proud of his rare beauty, but 

he happily shared it with members. Pete 

Tremper didn’t even complain (much) about 

how hard it is to climb in. I’m not saying 

you’re going to get to sit in it, but you can get 

really close. This car is not a museum piece 

either. Tim doesn’t keep this 904 in a glass 

box behind velvet ropes … He’s got it out on 

the track! Both days! That’s right. You could 

have been driving with a multi-million-dollar 

car right next to you! Nothing like that to 

break your concentration going into turn one 

at Lightning!

904 Reasons (continued)
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Photos and captions by Byron Veale 

Clockwise from below left: Pete Tremper in the classroom with the Yellow and Blue run groups; Pete Debusman, Mike Bono, Bob Stine, and 
Jon Schepps look like they’re having a good time, but they also are working hard to keep events on schedule; Greg Hermann came up from 
Virginia to spend a couple of days with Schattenbaum; various track cars that caught my eye.



Below left is one of the nicest examples of a stock car at the event; below right, a very nice not-so-stock example that was present.

Schatten Rappen’ November 2017
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Text and photos by Bob Helm 

The 2017 race season is almost over at the time of 

this writing with only one East Coast PCA Club Race 

remaining and IMSA’s season concluded. It was a 

challenging year for Porsche in IMSA and a year 

where we are starting to see the maturing of the IMSA 

and Grand AM merger. When the series merged there 

were changes coming in the International rules that 

was making it more uniform between national series. 

Pre-merger a Porsche Cup Car could not compete in 

both the Grand Am and IMSA without a lot of 

changes, same for other marques. With the adoption 

of the GT3 and GT4 Standards (not to be confused 

with the Porsche models of the same name) now cars 

homologated to those standards can compete in 

almost every series worldwide with very few minor 

changes. This year in the Prototype classes the old 

Grand Am Daytona Prototype cars were no longer 

allowed and replaced by the DPI cars that are similar 

to the international class. IMSA had an important 

difference between the international sanctioning 

body in that they did not allow the P1 cars that were 

the top class at Le Mans and WEC and backed by 

manufacture involvement. The second class in WEC 

was basically a spec class with one engine supplier 

and a limited number of chassis manufactures. IMSA 

top prototype class is built around Manufacture 

involvement with different engines and unique bodies 

built on common chassis. With the exiting of the 

manufacturers from the P1 competition and the 

addition of more manufacturers to the IMSA DPI 

class it is expected to see the International 

sanctioning body to make a similar change in their 

upcoming changes. Next year will see more 

manufacturers on the grid in every class. The second 

class in WEC was basically a spec class with one 

engine supplier and a limited number of chassis 

manufactures. IMSA top prototype class is built 

around Manufacture involvement with different 

engines and unique bodies built on common chassis. 

With the exiting of the manufacturers from the P1 

competition and the addition of more manufacturers 

to the IMSA DPI class it is expected to see the 

International sanctioning body to make a similar 

change in their upcoming changes. Next year will see 

more manufacturers on the grid in every class. 

When the series merged one of the initial concerns 

was rising costs. Even with the same number of 

races the races were longer with former IMSA 

racers adding the Daytona 24 Hour race and the 

former Grand Am racers adding the 12 Hours of 

Sebring, The Glen’s 6 Hour and the 10 hour Petit 

Lemans in place of three races shorter than three 

hours. Part of their solution was creating a separate 

championship North American Endurance Series 

for the four endurance races within the schedule to 

provide an opportunity for those wanting to only 

compete in the long races. In the interest of 

increasing grid size and cost containment, one of 

the changes being proposed is to change the NAES 

to the Florida 36 Hours, combining the Daytona 24 

Hour and the Sebring 12 Hour into a two race series. 

FIA GT3 Specs opened the field in GTD to a wider range of models and Manufacturers and IMSA say an increase in Field size.

VIEW FROM THE RAILVIEW FROM THE RAIL
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The purpose is to attract European based teams 

much like American Teams travel to France for the 

Le Mans round of the WEC. American based teams 

at Le Mans usually partner with local teams and 

share support staff and drivers and it would be 

expected visiting teams would do the same here. 

Interesting concept, but would not expect to see it 

before 2020. What we should see in 2019 is a 

Double Header at Sebring. Following the conclusion 

of the 12 Hour Race will be the Sebring 1500. The 

12 Hr race ends at 10 PM and the WEC Sebring 

1500 will start at Midnight and should run about 12 

hours. The event has had a mixed reception, called 

“Absurd” by Road & Track, it will be the first race to 

start at Midnight and some question if the track can 

be made ready in just two hours. It will give people 

something to do when the entertainment 

traditionally shuts down at 3 AM. One hope is that 

the race will bring increased visibility to the WEC in 

the US where the International Teams bring little 

VIEW FROM THE RAIL (continued)

name recognition (other than Patrick Dempsey 

Racing) and little support for top level world class 

racing. 

Two big changes are coming to IMSA in 2018. 

Continental Tire, a long time sponsor and tire 

supplier to the Grand Am and Continental Tire 

Sports Car Challenge series, is being replaced by 

Michelin in a multi-year deal. Michelin, who 

sponsored and supplied tires to some GTLM 

(including Porsche), will now be the sole supplier for 

both the IMSA WeatherTech Sports Car 

Championship and the Michelin Sports Car 

Challenge Series. Michelin has been a sponsor for the 

Porsche GT3 Cup Challenge. The last classes to get 

new rules are the Touring Car classes and it affects 

Pirelli Word Challenge and Michelin Challenge cars. 

The new TCR Specs marks the last shift for 

production bases cars from custom shop-built to 

factory-built race cars built within a Balance of 

Performance based system. It has been embraced by 

most manufacturers. This is the philosophy behind 

the GT3 and GT4 specs – they will have a big 

impact in the Touring Car Classes. Going back to 

the early days of NASCAR racers who bought their 

cars off the showroom floor and started taking off 

weight and adding go fast parts. It is how most PCA 

CR cars came into being. As cars got more computer 

controlled and regulated the requirements of street 

legal and track ready parted ways and sometimes 

fought each other. Not a big problem for sports cars 

as they were already designed for more performance 

(read aggressive) driving but a problem for cars 

designed to be commuting cars. Just ask any Club 

Racer with an econobox company car about the 

ABS and Traction Control. Now the cars ECU will be 

set up for racing and initial development is done by 

the manufacture to produce a competitive product. 

As technology advances in the autonomous car field 

and government regulation embraces them (read 

mandates) I can see the day where for racing to 

survive companies like Porsche will be having two 

very distinct lines, one street legal, the other track 

ready. Of course Porsche already does this with the 

Cup Cars and the GT4CS programs but someday 

will they be available off the showroom floor? In 

2018 the existing ST cars will be a separate class 

from the TCR cars. How long they will be allowed 

depends on field numbers but I would assume most 

will be completing in SCCA races after next year.
Above: Missing from the Paddock next year will be Continental Tires 
and the Continental Tire Models.
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I’ll start with a personal piece of news: When I was 

a kid there was a horse racing reporter named 

Harvey Pack. He called his column “Pack at the 

Track”. Nobody in my family ever indicated if we 

were related to him. When I started writing these 

columns for Schatten Rappen’ seven years ago I 

decided to “borrow” Harvey’s title and use it 

myself. Thus, these “Pack at the Track” columns. 

About a year ago I learned from an amateur family 

genealogist that we are related to Harvey Pack. I 

phoned him – he’s well into his 80s now – and 

introduced myself. He was completely thrilled 

when he learned that I had re-purposed his horse 

column title into one about Porsche track driving. 

Checklists and rituals 
Onto more relevant material, I want to start by 

discussing checklists and rituals. Handling a track 

event is a serious logistical endeavor. You have to bring 

a lot of stuff with you. You are in quite a jam if you 

leave items behind; after all, you may be hundreds of 

miles form home. The simplest way to remember what 

to bring is to make a checklist and modify it from time 

to time. Think of all the stuff the car may need. I keep 

engine oil, brake pads and fluid on my list and in my 

trailer. Think about all the stuff you may need, such as 

rain gear, cold weather clothes, a collapsible chair to 

sit on, water, and so on. Get them on your checklist. 

Studies have been conducted on surgical outcomes 

and it has been learned that hospitals with a rigorous 

operating room checklist culture have better outcomes 

than those that don’t. (“Gee .. we had five hemostats 

before the procedure. Now we only have four. I wonder 

where that missing one went?”).  

PACK  
AT  

THE  
TRACK 

Fred Pack
I’ll see you at the track in 
2018. You can always contact 
me at fhp911@gmail.com.

Some Year-End Thoughts 
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PACK AT THE TRACK (CONTINUED)

Rituals are also important. Before going on track, 

check that you have fastened the strap on your 

helmet. (I have forgotten to do this many times over 

the years. I have finally made a ritual out of it.) 

Torque your wheels instantly after mounting them 

on the car. Never put this off. Check your tire 

pressures immediately after each session. Check 

your oil level twice each day, etc. Develop your own 

rituals and burn them into your memory. 

Visit new tracks next season 
Most of Schattenbaum’s events are at NJMP. It is 

easy to get lulled into laziness and only visit tracks 

you already know. It is important to keep fresh by 

learning new tracks. I had a terrific time at the 

Summit Point event. Personally, I drive that track 

often, but I imagine that many members have 

never been there. Palmer and Thompson are new 

and not too far away. Just the other day I learned 

about one called New York Safety Track, which is 3 

� hours from Princeton. I drove at High Plains 

Raceway in Colorado this summer. To prepare, I 

studied track maps and YouTube videos. The 

experience was very much worth the effort. 

Learning how to learn is very useful. 

Data  
Data analysis has completely infiltrated our world 

in every area, including track driving. Many people 

spend thousands of dollars on elaborate 

equipment. Some of them may even study the 

output. I once attended a lecture by Peter 

Argetsinger. He said that a lot of people have 

thousand dollar stopwatches in their cars. You can 

have data for free since your car contains a data 

device already and you can use it to advantage any 

time you want. It is the tachometer (or the 

speedometer.) To use it simply locate a few points 

on straights after turns at each track. At Watkins 

Glen and NJMP there are the ends of the painted 

rumble strips. The start/finish line is always good 

reference point. Take a glance at your revs or 

speed as you cross that point and compare it with 

the results on previous laps. Are your revs higher 

than before? What did you do differently? Ditto if 

lower. This is very low-tech, zero-cost but very 

useful realtime info.  

Look Ahead 
If you’ve paid any attention at all during track 

classroom sections you’ve heard how important it 

is to look ahead while you are on-track. I was at 

Lightning recently, where I have always had 

trouble with the sharp left-hand turn 6 – the one 

just after the bridge overpass. I have every kind of 

problem there: sometimes I run out of room at 

track-out, sometimes the car slides around too 

much in mid-turn, sometimes I am just terribly 

slow. At this event I vowed to myself that I would 

look ahead every lap, specifically at this turn. 

Presto! I had none of those problems. Look ahead. 

Stability Control 
There are raging debates about the value of 

stability/traction control (called “PSM” in Porsches, 

and generically “SC”) on track. My own feeling is that 

the crash avoided is worth the possibility that the PSM 

may engage when you didn’t need it to do so. David 

Murry, a very well-regarded racer and coach recently 

had these words on the subject. “You have to be 

almost a pro racer with many years of experience to 

benefit from turning SC off. … Use it as a tool to learn 

to drive smoother to keep it from being activated. That 

will make you a much better driver. Always leave it on 

in the rain.” As my grade school teachers used to say, 

“A word to the wise is sufficient.”  

Lightning October 13, 2017LAPINDEX DATE TIME LAPTIME DISTANCE_MILE NOTES7 13-OCT-17 11:58:19.00 01:33.11 2.0259818 13-OCT-17 11:59:52.00 01:28.13 2.0592249 13-OCT-17 12:01:21.00 01:26.93 1.97552510 13-OCT-17 12:02:47.00 01:26.00 1.95464711 13-OCT-17 12:04:13.00 01:28.38 1.99447712 13-OCT-17 12:05:42.00 01:28.82 1.92910913 13-OCT-17 12:07:11.00 01:28.65 2.07413714 13-OCT-17 12:08:39.00 01:28.07 2.0230615 13-OCT-17 12:10:07.00 01:25.72 2.00205816 13-OCT-17 12:11:33.00 01:24.36 2.07202417 13-OCT-17 12:12:57.00 01:26.21 2.01846218 13-OCT-17 12:14:24.00 01:27.87 1.94837219 13-OCT-17 12:15:51.00 01:28.42 1.9302920 13-OCT-17 12:17:18.00 03:40.14 2.2521621 13-OCT-17 14:30:08.00 01:36.72 2.00149922 13-OCT-17 14:31:45.00 01:35.39 2.04766723 13-OCT-17 14:33:21.00 01:31.85 1.97633324 13-OCT-17 14:34:52.00 01:28.79 1.89083325 13-OCT-17 14:36:21.00 01:28.90 1.91761426 13-OCT-17 14:37:49.00 01:33.08 2.02337127 13-OCT-17 14:39:23.00 01:29.93 2.02069928 13-OCT-17 14:40:52.00 01:29.07 1.96129629 13-OCT-17 14:42:22.00 01:29.35 2.08395530 13-OCT-17 14:43:51.00 01:28.02 2.02349531 13-OCT-17 14:45:20.00 01:29.76 2.03188432 13-OCT-17 14:46:49.00 01:29.03 1.946135

�1
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PACK AT THE TRACK (CONTINUED)

Lightning Turn 5 
This is a very unusual turn because from turn-in to 

apex is uphill, the apex is at the crest of the hill, 

and from apex to track-out is downhill. This means 

that the car gets unweighted while it is still turning 

after the apex, thus reducing its grip. If the driver 

accelerates hard after the apex, the rear tires’ 

cornering grip get further reduced. The effect of 

this can be an off-course excursion across the grass 

and potentially into the Armco barrier, which is 

very undesirable. 

There are two things the driver can do to minimize 

the risk of this turn, aside from simply slowing 

down. The first is to be gentle on the throttle after 

the apex for a moment, so that the car settles itself 

on the downhill. The second is to do more of the 

total turning on the uphill part than usual (which 

Above: Turn five at Lightning.

you will be able to do since the car has more grip 

when it is in an uphill situation), so that there is 

less turning required after the apex. This will 

reduce the cornering load on the car and allow 

more throttle there. 

The Off-Season 
Use the off-season to have thorough maintenance 

done on your car. Have your race shop or dealer do 

a stem-to-stern review. Flush the brake fluid – 

Schattenbaum requires an annual flush. Change 

the engine oil. Check all the hoses. Wheel bearings 

are wear items. I learned to my chagrin that the 

cables connecting the shift lever to the 

transmission are also wear items. On high-power 

cars the half-shafts need replacing after a while. 

You’ll soon have months with no track activity. Use 

that time to advantage.



Petch Sez 
Dan Petchel 

10 things about Porsche cars (that you won’t find on the internet)

1. Porsche MFI stinks

The MFI fuel system for Porsche street cars stinks. It may be perfect 

for a race car but few things that are perfect for racing work well for 

street. Biggest problem, the MFI system dilutes the oil with gas and 

leads to premature engine wear. The car does fly though. 

2. Understeer or oversteer?

Understeer or oversteer in a Porsche determines which end of the car hits 

the guard rail first. Understeer the front hits first, oversteer the back hits 

first. NASCAR calls this “Loose or Tight” for you Roundy-Round guys. 

3. The very-balanced 914-4
The 914-4 was a very balanced car. When they stuck a 6 cylinder in the 

car it became much more difficult to drive because of all the weight being 

centered. The 914-6 suffered a polar effect with just one chance to catch it. 

4. The Boxster solved that problem

The Boxster solved the polar problem by distributing more weight in 

front of the front axle, this led to a good handling car. Of course the 

PCA Club Racing spec Boxster tribe negated the balanced handling 

by running the car square. Same size tires front and rear. 

5. Fuel load in pre-964 911s

Fuel load in pre-964 911s had a lot to do with handling and braking 

because of the fuel tank location. The tank was located in front of the 

front axle and when fuel burned off the front got lighter which 

translates in to less braking and less balance with a higher percentage 

of weight in the rear. Think oversteer.

Petch Sez
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6. The unique seating position in air cooled 911s

The steering wheel and pedal assembly was off 

set to the center in all air cooled 911s. That is 

why the seating position is so unique. 

7. Easier-to-understand 17 digit VIN’s

Model Year (MY) was difficult to understand prior 

to the use of a 17 digit VIN. In order to have cars 

in the show room in America in September 

Porsche began making the next MY in June of the 

preceding year. Example: In June of 1969 

Porsche began making 1970 which sometimes 

included items from the 1969 MY. This lead to 

some one off cars. Example: Round outside 

mirrors on early Carrera RS. 

8. Rust always an issue

Rust was always an issue with Porsches. First attempt was using a 

galvanized floor pan in 1972. In late 1976, for US cars only, came the 

introduction of fully galvanized tubs. Rust pretty much disappeared. 

ROW (Rest of World) cars didn’t get this treatment until 1981. That is 

one of the reasons Euro cars are less desirable. 

9. Speaking of…

Speaking of rust. The problem with water getting inside the Targa 

model was so prevalent Porsche came up with a unique fix. The 

factory drilled ⇥" holes in the floor pan and then rubberized the 

floor. No lie. They couldn’t keep the water from getting in but they 

could drain it out. I am sure this “solution” came after the 

afternoon beer break. 

10. Oversteer brings success

One of the reasons Porsche 911s have been so successful in 

racing is oversteer. The car rotates so you can get on the gas 

sooner, then on to the next straight. Or as Harry Hyde said in 

Days of Thunder, “Loose is fast and tight is slow.” Caution 

here, a little oversteer is a good thing but a lot is not so good. 

Just like everything in life — moderation is key.

  24

Petch Sez (continued)

  24

Schatten Rappen’ November 2017



Schatten Rappen’ November 2017

With our Concours season 

concluded after another 

successful year and the 

Philadelphia Eagles overachieving 

expectations with our friends 

from North Jersey performing so 

pitifully I can’t even mention 

their name, the euphoria gave 

me the urge to contribute to this 

month’s Rappen’, the last issue 

of 2017, in another way. 

I had the luck (and free time 

just before Labor Day weekend) 

to stop by my local Acura (the 

horror!) store curious about the 

new NSX. After they first said 

there was no possible way I 

could drive one, they took a look at what I drove up in and 

magically produced a “demo” car that was not on display, 

supposedly driven by the GM. I found out that it was actually a 

loaded car that was custom ordered (which they all are so they 

never get stuck with another one), but never delivered. This is in 

addition to a second one roped off on display that I was told I 

couldn’t even sit in. 

These cars start at $150K, very inexpensive for an “exotic” car which 

competes head to head against loaded 911s below the GT3 or turbo 

level. It depends on who you talk to whether or not our P-cars are 

exotic. Since you see them on the road fairly regularly (especially the 

dreaded SUV variety) I say they are not. 

Similar to Porsches, and unlike other cars made by the Honda 

Corporation, the NSX’s MSRP rises quite rapidly with options, 

especially carbon everything (spoiler, bodywork, interior, etc.) 

On the one I got to drive the sticker was well over $200K (I think 

$250K). 

This car is small and extremely low and hard to enter and exit. I hit 

my head on the way in and was so careful on the way out that I 

almost rolled out onto the cement. Almost like a Lotus or Honda 

S2000 and with no sunroof or cab available, this is too small for me. 

I couldn’t tell if the motor was on when I pressed the start button 

because of the electric motor. Way too much gadgetry and choices! 

I’m old fashioned and like to turn a key and hear some evidence 

that the engine is awake. I was amazed at how many questions the 

NSX “expert” did not know the answer to. When I got it out on the 
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road, I was surprised that it wasn’t blazingly fast. Faster than any 

of my previous or current cars by a measurable amount, but I have 

driven faster base Corvettes that are head 

snappers. What this car does do is handle 

unbelievably. It is so low and perfectly balanced 

that the feeling you get when you take a curve is 

that you could never spin out or flip over if you 

tried. It just stuck to the road. 

Honda has done a terrible job of marketing this car. 

The dealer has sold four in over a year (I think that 

included the two on hand there) and this is a huge 

newly built store. The reason why they haven’t sold 

many is that you can get them! Place your custom 

order and you can have an American built NSX 

delivered in a couple of months. I guess that turns 

away the collectors who keep their cars in museums. I 

asked if there was a limit to how many they will build 

and they said there is none. I am by no means a super 

car expert, but when I hear that the Ford GT is $500K 

and you have to be selected to buy one from a waiting 

list of 8,000, I wonder what the heck is going on. Does 

anyone care about the actual driving experience/value 

or only collectability/investment return. 

If I was 3 inches shorter and didn’t care about my beloved sunroof 

and I could afford one (I know – a lot of ifs) I would seriously 

consider this car. Sorry for the blasphemous comment in a Porsche 

club newsletter. It looks incredible, has electric and gas motors and 

handles incredibly and is the most fun I have ever had driving a car, 

by far (once I dropped into the driver’s seat). 

buy my 911s certified and let someone else take the $50K 

depreciation hit, but because of the lack of NSX’s sold, I doubt I 

would ever get the chance to do that with one of these. Too bad 

because there aren’t any cars out there that can hold a candle to a 

911’s total package for the price since BMW went out of the race with 

its diluted M series (not sure what that even means anymore) and 

everything else in potential contention is truly exotic and way more 

expensive, and for the most part, they are bought to show off (sorry 

Ferrari, Lambo, McLaren). They are really impractical to maintain. 

Maybe if I had enough money I would show off a Ferrari though, who 

knows? Unfortunately, that is not the case, but I can’t complain – 

every time I get behind the wheel of my Porsche all worries fade from 

my consciousness. 

See you at the Holiday party and if not then, back at Bung’s or at a 

Concours event in ’18. Until then get some driving in before the 

snow comes!
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September Meeting: Le Mans 
Meeting photos by Byron Veale, awesome Le Mans photos by Larry Schmidt

September Meeting: Le Mans 
Meeting photos by Byron Veale, awesome Le Mans photos by Larry Schmidt



September Meeting: Le Mans (continued)
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Fall Tour, Bucks County, PA, October 8th, 2017 
Photos by Bob Helm
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Fall Tour, Bucks County, PA, October 8th, 2017



Parting Shots 
Photos and captions by Byron Veale
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Above is the 905th reason why you should attend a Schattenbaum DE: Kathy, Bernice, and Celia (not pictured) from Shannon’s Sub Shop, best 
lunch around; below are screen grabs from some track footage I got.


